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thing. The Damascenes hoped to avoid the near activities of
Feisal by appealing to the distant Hussein, who hated FeisaL
I had no intention of proclaiming or creating any king in
Damascus, Feisal governed it as an army commander of Allenby's,
an unassailable position. King Hussein was a nuisance to me,
only. If Shukri told you I had urged him to Beyrout, it was
probably that he was getting frightened at the magnitude of his
error, and wanted to make-believe that he had authority.
Your remark that 'British political officers were working to
create a situation in Syria which would make impossible ... the
Sykes-Picot treaty' amazes me. The S-P treaty was the Arab
sheet-anchor. The French saw that, and worked frantically for
the alternative of the mandate. By a disgraceful bargain the
British supported them, to gain Mesopotamia. Under the S-P
treaty the French only got the coast: and the Arabs (native
administration) were to have Aleppo, Hama, Horns, Damascus,
& Trans-Jordan. By the mandate swindle England & France
got the lot. The S-P treaty was absurd, in its boundaries, but it
did recognize the claims of Syrians to self-government, and it
was ten thousand times better than the eventual settlement*
In justice to England I must add that financial pressure, the
Mesopotamian rebellion of 1920, and perhaps conscience
aroused by my agitation in London, did finally persuade England
to abrogate, de facto, her mandates in Irak and Trans-Jordan,
though she still holds them, de jure, to exclude third parties.
It is my deliberate opinion that the Winston Churchill settlement
of 1921-1922 (in which I shared) honourably fulfils the whole of
the promises we made to the Arabs, in so far as the so-called
British spheres are concerned. If we had done this in 1919 we
could have been proud of ourselves. The French had made no
promises, and they refuse to adopt our liberal policy. That is a
pity, but past our curing.
This letter has grown too absurdly long. As if anybody now
* This should be qualified. There was a secret Paris settlement,
a working arrangement between Clemenceau & Feisal, which
had germs of hope: Millerand tore it up, & launched Gouraud on
Damascus with his army!